76      '	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND  WAR
What capacity and fitness for resisting the violence of the
war was it that you hoped to acquire by participating in Lhc war?1
I can see that your case was individual and quite different
from that of the natives of the various belligerent countries. You
were not liable, as they were, to be recruited for active service,
and passive resistance was not therefore naturally open to you. Then
to make public protest against the war, when you had no status
with which to back it, would have been worse than useless. But
why take on one iota more of helpless participation than was absolutely
necessary?
Though from the foregoing quotation one gathers that you
joined the war in order to acquire the capacity to resist the violence-
of war, yet in other places you clearly state that you hoped, by
your action, to gain some status for yourself and your country—
not merely for resisting war—one concludes.
And out of this comes the second question: Was it right to>
join the war with the hope of gaining anything?
I do not know how to reconcile this with the teaching of the
Gita which says that we should never act with a view to the fruits
of our action.
Throughout the chapter you used the argument of aiding or
not aiding the British Empire, and I realize that the question, a$
originally broached, was an individual one. But it inevitably leads
us on to the question: Should we or should we not participate in;
war as war?"
No doubt it was a mixed motive that prompted me to
participate in the war. Two things I can recall. Though
as an individual I was opposed to war, I had no status for
offering effective non-violent resistance. Non-violent resis-
tance can only follow some real disinterested service, some
heart-expression of love. For instance,   I would have no-
status to resist a savage offering animal sacrifice until he
could recognize in me his friend through some loving act of
mine or other means.   I do not sit in judgment upon the
world for its many misdeeds. Being imperfect myself and
needing toleration and charity, I tolerate the world's im-
perfections till I find or create an opportunity for fruitful
expostulation. I felt that,  if by sufficient service I could
attain the power and the confidence to resist the Empires*

